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A.. POWER SUPPLY FOR HOUSEHOLD 



(57) Abstract: A fuel cell system that conducts a purge operation to supply an inert gas to the anode and/or cathode during the stop 
of operation of the fuel cell. The differential pressure is defined as AP=Pa-Pc where Pa is the pressure in the inlet port passage of the 
anode and Pc is the pressure in the inlet port passage of the cathode. The differentia] pressure APp in purging is controlled so that 
the APo may satisfy the relation: 0< APo x APp. Thus, the stress in the solid electrolytic membrane is reduced, and the long-term 
reliability of the fuel cell is improved. 
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